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In my home, the Lake Suwa area of the Nagano prefecture,
thereis afestival called, Onbashira, which is held in the years
of the Tiger and the Monkey. According to one assessment,
this festival has been held for over athousand years and is
considered to be one of the three largest, strangest festivalsin
Japan. The festival, however, can also be dangerous.

| have experienced going to the Onbashira festival since
| was young. | was born in an old area, even by the standards
of the Lake Suwa region, and as aresult, my grandfather,
grandmother, and father held deep connections to the festival.
It is through regional bonds and familial relationships that the
festival is maintained, and it appears in some of my earliest
memories.

After opening a photo album that featured my deceased
grandfather and father, | discovered an Onbashirafestival from
long ago. Suddenly, | felt that my experiences of the festival
overlapped with their experiences, and my memories merged
with theirs. The borders between us became fuzzy and dim.
Before, | thought that the past could not be captured by a
picture, but now, | realize that thisis not the case.

Born in the Nagano Prefecture in 1968 and began work as a cameraman for a newspaper

company after graduating from the Photography Course at the Junior College Department of the

Tokyo Polytechnic University. Began working independently in 1991, and traveled to many places

in Asia to create work. In the United States (New York), worked from 2000-2002. In recent years,

created works from an original perspective about his hometown of Lake Suwa. These works
include: “ASIAN JAPANESE,” “days New York,” “Memoir,” “kemonomichi,” “Silence of India,”

“Strange Festivals of Japan,” “Unfamiliar Memories,” “Enjoy Through Photographs—the ‘Water

Current’ Walks of Tokyo’s Terrain,” and many others. Received the Best New Photographer Award
from the Photographic Society of Japan for “DAYS ASIA” in 1997, and in 2013, won the 22nd
Tadahiko Hayashi Award for “The Boat That Came From Far Away.”
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