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When I came to Japan from Korea 23 years ago, [ thought

that I had escaped a small fishbowl and entered a great ocean.
However, once | became accustomed to Japanese society, |
realized that this was not a great ocean after all but only another
little tank. No matter how many foreign countries | visit, as
soon as curiosity and ambition are forgotten, they transform
into comfortable little fishbowls. Often, I hear the voices of
young people who are satisfied with Japan and not eager to

go abroad, but if you can keep an open mind, and your vision
and heart are already turned outwards, | do not think that it is
terribly important where you end up. | have been considering
this while watching the recent, chaotic situation in East Asia.
Our relationship would not have become so twisted if we
mutually appreciated each other’s existence and interacted with
respect. | earnestly wish to teach the young people of today,
including students of diverse nationalities at Tokyo Polytechnic

University, to have open eyes and hearts.

Born in Seoul, Korea in 1973. Won Silver and Gold Prize in the Kyoto International Cartoon
Exhibition, 2002 and 2004.Received Special Prize in the Japan Cartoonists Association Awards
in 2006; won the New Face Prize in 50th Japan Journalist Congress Awards, and the New Face
Prize in Art Prize of Kyoto City. Works for “Housou Report”.

Holds a Doctor of Arts degree.
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