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Department of Photography  Hiroaki YOSHINO

This year, the curtain fell on the Heisei era, which lasted for
thirty years, and a new age began with the Reiwa era. The
familiar dates that surround us have been rewritten from “Heisei
31” to “Reiwa First Year,” and we have been captured by the
illusion that the era has been reset. However, no particular
turning points have occurred and everyday life continuesin its
practical way.

One day, on the roof of a parking garage in the center of the
city, my car suddenly broke down and came to a standstill.

At aloss, | stared up at the sky where a beautiful, nearly full
moon floated. Until the tow truck arrived, | stared at the sky
and looked down at the ground from the roof of that eight-
story building. No one was around, and | was surrounded by
the peculiar sense that | had been left behind by the passage of
time somehow. | also had the feeling that time had stopped but
only in that place. In physical terms, time appears to stop if you
travel at the speed of light, but in thistrivial case, | felt that
time had come to a stop merely because my car broke down.

The time reflected in photos is only one second out of a hundred
or athousand minutes. It is merely a moment. However, the
time stopped by a photo is detached from the everyday existence
that it reproduces. In other words, it isinserted into an entirely
different time frame. This work has been imagined and produced
while thinking about this kind of relationship between everyday
life and photographs.

Hiroaki Yoshino, born in Tokyo, Japan. He received a MFA in media art studies from Tokyo
Polytechnic University, Graduate School of Arts. He was a director of exhibition at commercial
photo gallery since the mid 1980s to early 2000s. His research focuses on the art photography
market, exhibition design, and editing of photography. He has been director of Shadai-Gallery at
Tokyo Polytechnic University, since 2013.
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